S —————————— | tm alnost exclusively used for farming purposes in the
NATIONAL INTELLIGENCER‘ Southern States.

‘ The General of tlu-..-\rmiv.-s of the United States was
THE LAST DAYS AT MOUNT VERNON.

much aided in the dissharge of the duties of commander-
| in-chief by Col. Lear, his military secretary. After the
s F X _' i organization of his last army in 1798 the genernl-in-chief
From the (-.:n_u_x Recollections and p,-'a vate Memoirs | gntrasted the details of the service more espeeially to the
f the Life and Character of ".'”’"‘E”'-‘f&""‘ | known ubility and long-tried experience of Major Generals
The vear 1799 was in its last month ; “r.l.rill-: “M"ihﬂ." e I"i'mk“ey; v “fpwm ot
=l - ; Siaen . orders issued from headquarters, Mount Vernon. The
1xoTOX had nearly completed his sixty-cighth YUUTS | 1ast army of the Clhief wascomposed of military muterials
th!j oentiEy e ﬁ,”.”' dra'wing o t'.llw-'.,"m‘! “:"h “ of the very first order. All of the genernl officers, and
thi gﬁeﬁt.ium A h!u,‘ \clt‘_thr.} ':_wmtcr ]“.1 his aﬁt‘m nearly all the field, were composed of revolutionary,
il shed 118 =snows ‘80 iy upon m as o, luding the illustrious names of Hamilton, l'iuckney,
mellow without impairing his fuculties, both p‘hyslcrd wnd | :::’ “..[”:'m" Washington; while in the provisional or army
mental, and to give fuir promise of additionil length of | of reserve were Howanl, Harry Lee, and others, the history
daye. | of whose martial renown was to be found on the brightest
Nor was Wasminaros unmindful of the sure progress pages of our revolutionary annals; so that, had the thrent-
of time, and of his liability to be called at any moment to | oy 0o ion ncenrred, we may venture tosay that the
« that bourne from which no traveller returns.”  Ile }f:l-l dlite of Europe would have encountered in America an
for years kept & will by him, aud after wature reflection | army every way worthy of their swords, and prepared to
had so disposed of his large property as to be satisfactory uphold and perpetuate the heroic fame of America’s old
to himself and to the many who were o fortunate und battle day.
BAEDY 98 {0 abace in his destaymeniary I’i'i:llt'l!llﬂ'[lllct:- It plensed Previdence to permit the beloved Washington
The last days, like those that preceded them iuthe | o0 v witness the fruition of his mighty labors in the
course of & long and a well-spent life, were 'h".“'ml 01 ciuse of his country and mankind, while his success in
constant nnd useful employment. After the netive exer= 40 0nd honored pursuits of sgriculture and rural
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PEECH OF MR. ANDREW JOHNSON,
OF TENNESSEE,
| On the ¥ Act amendatary of existing laws relative
e (he half-dollar, the guarter-dellar, 1{1 dimee, and (he
Dalf-dime.”

" Hovse ov REPRESENTATIVES, FEbRUARY 2, 1853,

| Mr. JOHNSON said : Mr, Speaker, the bill now under
| consideration is one which, according to my understand-
|ing of it, I am decidedly opposed te. Itis not my pur-
pose to apply epithets to it, or to make use of langnage

with regard to it which would not be exactly suitable to |

the discussion of the subjeets here. But I look upou it
as the merest quackery—as the veriest charlatanism—so
| fur as the currency of the country is concerned, Theiden
of Congress fixing the value of currency is an nbwrditg.
notwithstanding the lunguage of the Constitution—not the
| meaning of it, The Constitution of the United States de-
clares that Congress shall have power “‘to coin money,
| regulate the value thereof, and of foreign coin, and fix the
standnrd of weights and measures,”
What was the object of putting that provision in the
Constitution * :
sir, when the Consti
Colonies had the power to coin its own Mmoney, and there
. would. consequently, have been coins of a diffarent kind.
The power was, therefore, conferred upon the General
Government to coin money. And for what purpose ? For

tution was framed each one of the

soswering them myself. But if the gentleman had allowed silver, for it is

silver they would
me to on, I should have come to the points to which | lar has undred
he l-lhd‘,o: directly. A {it; qud?fn:al:onmu .:hi:"l“

_But to return to the point with which I set out. The
bill before the House assumes that while your IP"“M
dollar contains four hundred aud twelve and a half grains | will be differem .
of standurd silver, you can, by law, muke another con- | tions. That way be veadily sh
taining only three hundred and eighty-six grains, worth | der this bill, as it comes h’o 0%
Just a8 much us the other. Now, if you will tuke the | into the market in the o -
pains to subtract the amount of standard silver contained | instance, o debt of five dojlurs
iu one from that contained in the other, you will find that | neighbors go to market and
one contains about seven ceats more than the other. If | buteher receives it without ¢
We can then by law reduce the present standard seven | many pounds of beef for it as
per cent. and muke the value nF the reduced standurd i butcher acoumulates o few hund
equal Lo the other, I ask the House and the country if | but when he goes into the countr
the philosopher's stone hus ot been discovered? I we paye out this currency in sums ¢
can by law make one hundred und seven dollars out of dollars, he must pay the seven
one kundred dollars, we can, by the same progess, make | We are trying to make specie
it worth one hundred and fifty dollars. Why, sir, of oll | of depreciated paper, That is th
t!w problems that have ¢ome up for solution, from the ' posed legislation.
time of the alchemists down to the present time, none | If the commere
cun compare with that solved by this modern American [ of silver and
Congress, Th:ﬁ wlong hive discovered that they can
| 3“'1‘@ money ; that they can make one hundred and seven
| ollurs out of one bundred dollars. If they can increase
it to that extent, they can go on and incrcase it to infiui-
"-J'i and thus, by the operations of the mints, ean the
| Government supply its own revenues, The great diffieul-
|ty with mankind is solved; the idea that so much money
| 18 wanted all over the world is at length at an end. The

want Ialso, and will

all the smmk gng Wdi::-‘y“‘ '

in more

il world agrees,
f gold, and upo s:.l.;o
| pieco of eain shall contain to w
settles the whole matter, notwil
tion, and then thare is no exchan
which arises from the mere expe
Congress hns power to fix the ab
measures. And I remarked haflor
take o notion to change this »elulh
gold, of one to sixteén. Our g

the express purpose of making the coius uniform, The | Problem is at last solved. This Congress, in the pleni-
express purpose was to furnish coins which should be un- | tude of its power, in its wisdom, can, whenever it chooses,
derstood in all the States to coutain so much metal. The | by & single stroke of legislation, change the currency of

produce a certain amount ; ne
perlips double the quantity, undy
aluw to regulate its value to

cise of the morning in atteution to sgrienlture and rural |
affairs, in the evening came the post bag, londed wit
Jetters, papers, and pamphlets.  His correspondence Loth .
at home and abroad was immense ; yet was it promptly |
and fully replied to, No letter wasununswered. Oneof |
the best bred men of his time, Wasuisaroxn deemed it o
grave offence ngainst the rules of good manners and pro- |

| uffuirs was grateful to his heart, and shed the most be- |

nign and bappy influcnces upon the last days at Mount |
Vernon.

« The Revolutionary Lotter.
Cane sear Wiire Pramss, 1778
Dean Costis: [ thuuk you for your cordial and affec-
tionate congratulations upon our-late success at Mon- |

great ohject was to have o uniform currency—a coin that
was uniform inits valae. Well, what is it proposed ta o
now ?  What is to be the uniform value of the gein? It

| is not the mere fact of Congress coiuiaff I_ii_‘m of money, |
at fixes the value.

and stamping ** five dollars” upon it,
But they can stamp it, and, in fixing that stamp, say to

the gountry, and to the commercial world, that it contains |

so'much standard silver or standa ld—the standard

the country into any amount desirable.
| Bir, 1 repeat o
| see how this thing will work in practice.
lar. Do
an alis
| hundped

Here is o dol-
rou talk about fixing the value of that? It is
ity. A man has o dollar to-day containing four
and twelve-and-n-half grains of silver. e goes
into mArket nnd purchases a bushel of corn, containing
g0 much nutriment, indispensable to the existence of man,

that this is all quackery. Let us

yriety to leave Jetters unanswered. He wrote with great | mouth, and the arrival of the French fleet at the Hook. |
fucility, and it would be o difficwlt matter to find another, | )6 fret, T think, might have been s glorivus day if mat-
who had written so mueh, who has written so well.  His | ters had begun well in the morning: but as the court mar-
epistolary writings will descend to posterity as models of | til}l.lw}:ich hnﬁ;w‘;‘u sit:.ingt \:pwarlnlal:l; nt ml"m«h f:.; 'd:;_-
. . H ior - H ! trial of Gen. 18 not yet over, L 100 chioonae Ay
F.Ioll Sy A0 Tt a4 dovenpig AR Uﬁ.mnll' | u:n' thing on tlu-’suhjcct'further than that there evidently
Goneral Hexuy Ler once observed to the ehief, *We arg ur--pe:u'e-l a capital blunder or something else somewbere.
soazed, gir, at the vast amount of work that you peeom- | The truth,. it is to be ioped, will come out after so long aun
pish” Wasmizaros replied, #* Sir, Irise at four o'clock, iuﬁ-:—"tigutiuu-uf it ;
and agreat deal of my work is done while others are| Ifit liad not been for the long passage of the French
¥ 1 3 | tleet, which prevented their arrival till after the evacuation |
L ok | of Philadelplin, or the shallowness of the water at the
o punctual a man delighted in always having about | enerance of the harbor of New York, which prevu‘netl |
him & good timekeeper. In Philadelphia the first Presi- | leir E-:-ttiug in ltl:;::;, one of the gdﬂ:;}teste::::;tis :ﬁ:}: (
= 1 1" o his watechmuker's (Clarke in | have been mime: ever was, an su . wh |
«E--n. regularly walked up to }us \hll:.h'm:aktr 8 {L.nr:&, |n: gt gebrsatirtegli g Bl one o dbdone
Second street) to compare his watch with the regulator. | the viin of Graa Hettain: muis Rave dbllnwed: as-both
At Mount Vernon the active yet always punctual farmer | army and fleet must undoubtedly hnye failen. |
invariilly consulted the dinl when returning from his |  Count d’Estain, with bis squadron, are now at Rhode
Tide sad before entering his house. | Island, to which place I have detached troops, and hope
= ! ., | soon to hear of some favorable sdventure there, as an nt-
The rs of the household took ur-Iur.frum themaster's | tempt will be made upon the enemy at that place.
accarnte nud methodieal arrangement of time.  Eventhe | A\fter the battle of Monmouth I marched for this place,
fishiersin on the river watched for the cook’s sipnal when | where I have been encamped more than a fortnight. We
to pull in shore, 0 as to deliver his scaly products in | cut off by the present po:‘.'itinn of the army all land sup-
B e > | plies to the city of New York. I had the best reasgons to
VURNSOE LAIREs. A believe that the troops there were suffering greatly for
The estublishment of Mount Vernon employed a per- | ne of provisions, but the French fleet leaving the Hook
feet army of servanis ; yet to enel one was assigned c¢er- | ypens a door to the sea, through which no doubt they
tain specic! duties, and these were required to be strietly | wiT]‘rnul:-uvur to m‘i} thet_ﬂ.-_:el\‘c& i
perfurmel. Give my love to Nelly, Col. Bassett and friends, and he
discipline, without severity assured | am, with sincere regard and atfection, yours,

morni

i

; i RS
Upon the extensive estate there was rigid |
Thera could be no confusion |

being sgreed upon und fixed before
that is all that it can do. |
1t we go back to the year 1834 we find that the stand-

& coin is mads—and | To-morrow he again goes into market, but cannot get
more than half o buiﬁ&l for his dollar. Now, where is
the power to fix the value of that dollar? Do you not see
ard of gold ut that period was nine hundred pars pure that it is with the commervial world? Do you not see
gold, whilst the other one hundred parts were halisilver | that the natural laws which regulate commercé determine
and half copper, Those put together made whit was | the value? Do you not see that it is a thing to be agreed
| enlled standard gold. Prior to the year 1834 ¢ur fiye | Upon between parties and between nations dealing in the
' dollar pitees contuined of this standard gold two hun- | commodity we call money ?
dred nnd seventy grains. Well, what did that say to the | How will this plan work practically? Here ig one cur-
trading community, to the commercial world? It said, ' Yenoy in which a dollar contains four hundred welve

“Here is a4 pieee of metal bearing the i of the | g of stundar silver, and here is another in’ whichthe | You may reason and attempt

ernment ppon it, purporting to be five dollars, but m‘mw-xzu grains of silver less, Do you | jeet, and still the lnws of l.md]; i
taining two hundred nnd seventy griins of standard g Mlﬂ&h‘lm o bas one of these coins of four hun- | the whole m.f,;g,‘-_ h}%t&ld np : ard
The community understood its vulue. Congress did not | dred and twelve grains in his pocket is worth seven cante | evit e srVer, I think clic hesty i to would
fix the value. Con 3 man who has-ons of the o coing in | be to strike these three-cent o8 0 existence, and

merely stamped upen it how | ore than another who has one

much gold it actually aunmmay ‘m ue Wik 4 &? his? It .‘ﬂ'... decided difference. The eommercial
ventionul thing to be agreed upon by the partice world ﬂ&mmm for what they are intrinsically
remained the standard of gold up to 1534 ; but in that | WOrth, and not for what the legal stamp represents them
yedr we took it into our heads that we wonld legislate | to be worth. Such will be the practical bearing of the
wpon curreacy, and fix the value of it; and what did we = Whole system of coimage Jl‘l"-'l'-‘m'-l— But I see the bill, if
do? We passed n Jaw changing the number ofigrains in | it is not altered by amendment, provides thut these new
afive dollar piece from two hundred and seventy to two | C0IDS are to be received in payment of all debts below five
hundred and fifty-eight—making it twelve grains less. | dqllus. The Seeretary of the Treasury proposes ten
What was the idea advanced to the public by that? The | dollars,
ides was, that by reducing the number of grains in o five | Mr. Duxnay, The amendments which the Committee
dollar piece you made iv worth less than the British evins | on Ways and Means propose strike out that provision sud
thut you oceasionally bad in the country. Whit has been | insert & simple provision that these coins shall be received |
the effect?  Why, when you go into the market with | in payment of all dues of the United States. But the is-
American gold pieces containing two hundrel and fifty- | sue of this coin is left entirely under the control of the
vight grains instend of two hundred and seventy, they Secretary of the Treasury, so that if more should be issued
churge you nine per cent. premium—which is the differ- | than the necessities of the country require it would come
ence between it und the "Dritish sovereign, md then it | back again into the Treasury, and the further issue would
goes for just what it Jdid before. be suspended,

rapidly inereased. But any law
it. Suppoese, for instance, yo

five millions of bushels, und y
millions ; next year the erop o
millions of bushels, and the wle
half millions as before ; the rels

and to bring the stundard of cors
you change the bushel measure
lative standard the same. No
ment operate ¥ You bring bo
into market. The standard by
wheat is chunged, and for the samy
as much wheat as you did be
(are not the two cases precisely s
tains grains, and bushels con
grain containing only one thousy
not sell for as much as a bus
number of inches.

to substitute three-cent ning exactly the pro-
¢r quantity of alloy. Let your half dollar, quarter dol-
ar, dime, and hulf dime bear the same proportion of al-
loy, and then you will have a firm and stable currency,
which the people understand, and which, in the commer-
cial world, would be of a settled and aniform standard of
value, What its worth will be, and what it will pass for,
is & matter to be settled by the commercial world, and o
legislation in the world ean alter it.
The time alloted for the consideration of this subject
here expired, and on the following day
Mr. JOHNSON resumed his remarks as follews: When

| the moruing hour expired yesterday, T was proceeding to

diseuss the bill now under consideration, which provides
for the issuance of a new description of coin, differing
from any that we have had heretofore,

The gentleman from New Jersey (Mr. Skevrox) as-
sumed that our present currcncy was defective, and that,

e LA Go WASHINGTOXN,

where atl was order; and the uffairs of this vast concern,
- |
embracing thousands of neres and bundreds of dependants, |
were comin~ted with as much ease, method, and regularity '

as the alluirs of an ordinury homestead, |

Mrs. Wasarsoaros, an accomplished Virginia housewife !
of the oldem time, gave her constant attention to all mat-
ters of her dumestic household, and by her skill and su- |

a F |
perior management greatly contribated to the c‘nlnf'nrl-l-'
|

able reception and entertainment of the erowds of guests |
alwars to befound in the hospitable mansion of Mount |
Veruon,

Invarisbiymeat and clean in his persen, with clothesof |
the old-faskloned cut, but made of the best materials,
WasmixoreN required less waiting upon than any men of |
e and condition in the world, A single body ser-
vaut attended in his room to brush his clothes, comb and
ir, (become very
and rarely with powder,) and to

This toilet he made him-
t expeditious manner, giving |

thin in his Inst days, wora in
b |

the old-fashiondd quene,
arrange the materials of hist

If, in the simplest and me
sible amount of hiz precious time to any thing |

person.  When rising at four o'elock he
Hy | his own Sandles, mada up his fire, and went dili-
gently to work, without disturbing the slumbers of his
numercus bousehold.

ilet.

in the last days at Mount Verion, desirous of riding
pleasantly, the Genmeral procured from the North two
borses of th® Narragansett breed, celebrated as saddle
hiorses 'T:.l-g- werg well to look at, and were pleasantly
gaited under the saddle, but were scary, and therefore
] for the service of one who liked to ride quietly
farm, ocensionally dismounting and walking in his
Frowm “one of these

unutte

an his
fields to inspect Liz improvements.
horses probably the
only fall he ever had from a horse in Lis life. It was in
The General, accompanied

the General sustained aw beavy fall,

November, lute in the evening
by Major Lewis, Mr, Peake, (4 gentieman residing in the
peighborhood, ) the Author of the Recollections, and a
groom, were returning from Alexandria to Mount Vernon.
Having halted for » few moments, the General dismount-
¢d, and upon rising in his stirrup again the Narragansett,
alarmed at the glare from a fire near the rond-side, sprang |
from under his rider, whi® eame heavily to the ground.
Ouresaddles were empty i &n instant, and we rushed up
to give our assistance, f-‘,l'.'ring he was liurt; it was un-
necessary. The vigurous ol man was upasn his feet again,
brushing the dust from hiselothes: and, after thanking
ns for our prompt assistance, observed that he was not
hurf, that he had had a very complete tumble, and that
it was owing to a cause that no horseman conld welltavoid
or control ; that he was only poised in his stirrup, and
had mot yet gained his saddle when the scary animal
sprung from under him. Meantime all of our horses had
gone off ut full speed. Tt was.night, and over four miles
were to be won ere we could reach our destination. The
Chicf observed that, as onr horses Lad disappeared, it
only remained for us to take it*on foot, and with manly
gtrides led the way. We had proceeded but n short dis-»
tance on our march, as dismeunted cavaliers, when our
horses hove in sight.  Happily forus some of the ser- |
vants of Mr. I'eake, whose plantation was harld by, in re- |
turning home from their labor, entountered our flying
steeds, captured them, and brought them to ue. We
were speedily remounted, and goon the lights at Mount
Vernon were seen glimmering in the distance.

Upen Washington's Grst retirement in 1783 he beonme

convineed of the defective pature of the working animals

" in the ~~riculture of the Bouthern States, and
L 4

set about remedying the evil by the introduction of mules

| very far from it; for with proper charncters—and none
| surely can be more desirable than Dr. Stuart and Mr.

To Jonx Parke Crsris, Esq.
New Kent county, Virginia.

The Paternal Letter. i
PritapeLrnis, Jasvary 11, 1707,
%: I hasten to ncknowledge the re-

Dean Wasnixaro

| clipt of yeur letter of the Tth instant, but which did not

get to my hand till yesterday, and to express to you the
sincere pleagure [ feel in finding that I had interpreted
some parts of your letters erronecusly.

As you bave the hest and most unéquivoeal evidence
the case is susceptible of that [ have no other object in
view by extending my eares and advice to you than what
will redound to your future respectability, homor, and
future happiness in life, so be assured that while you
give me reason to expect a ready submission to my coun-
selg, and while T hear that you are diligent in pursuing
menns that are to scquire these gdvaptages, it will

ik
afford me infinite gratification. ;

Your last letter, replete with assurances of this nature,
I place entire confidence in; they have removed all the
doubts expressed in my last letter to you, apd, let me re-
peat it again, have conveyed very pleasing Sensations to
wy mind. *

[t was not my wish to check your correspondences—

Lear—and on proper subjeets, it will give yvou o habit of
expressing your ideas upon all ocensions with facility and

| correctness, |

I meant no more by telling you we should be contented
with hearing from yon once s week than that these cor-
respondences were not to be considered as an injunection |
or un imposition, thereby interfering with your studies
or coucerns of 4 more impoertant nature, So far am [
from discountennncing writing of any kind, except onthe
principle above mentioned, that I should be pleased to
hear, und you yoursell might derive advantages from a
short diary recorded in a book of the oceurrences which
happeu to you, or within your sphere. Trifling as this
muy appear at first view, it may become an introduction
to more interesting matters. At any rate, by carefully
preserving these, it would give you more satisfaction in
a retrospective view than what you may conceiye at
predent.

Auother thing 1 would recommend to you—not that [ |
want to know how you spend your money—anid that is, |
to keep an account book and enter thérein every farthing
of your receipts and expenditures, the doing of which |
will initiate yon into a habit from whdeh considerable ad- |
vantages would result.  Where no acevunt of this sort is
kept there can be no investigation, no correction of errors,
no discovery, from a recurrence thereto, where too much
or too little has heen sppropriated to particular uses,
From nun early attention to these matters important and
lnsting benefits may follow.

We are all well, and all unite in best wishes for you,
and with sincere uffection, 1 am always yours,

G WASHINGTON.

Mr. G. Wasnixarox P. Crsria.

VIRGINIA LEGISLATURE.

Both Houses of the Legislature of Vingisia have found
it necessary to rescind a resolution heretofore passed pro-
viding for a final adjournment on the 25th instant, the
coudition of the business Letore them not allowing of an
ndjournment st so early a day.

The following nmongst other bills were passed by the
Henate towards the close of lnst week :

To incorporate the Western I'ort aud Alexandria Rail-
road Company,

To incorporate the Warren aud Hampshire Conl Mine
Railroad Company.

To iucorporate the Alexandrin Flour Mill Company.

To incorporate the Southwestern Virginia Mining and
Manufucturing Company. |

To nuthorize the Bonrd of Public

pike Compnny.
To incorporate the Carbonwell Cannel Conl Company.
To Ineorporate the Mount Carbon Mining Company,

To incorporate the Old Domivion Manufacturing Com- |

| the deprecisted Spanish coin.

Works to make an |

additionnl subseription to the Weston and Fuirmont Turn- | : ; . ! -
| thewize and quantity of silver in that toin, is o violat

iof the spirit, if not of the letter, of (he Conetitution.
If far as Congress Is toncerned, it cannot affect the value of

Notwithstanding the nominal change, thevalie has not |

been affected, for when it is brought into contact with & argument,

Me. Jonssox. Now see the effect of the gentleman's { us T was opposed to the proposition now before us, I was

other coins, you must give that premium before yon can |eoin which is to be a tender in puyment of debts, and

ship it or get bills of exchange.
by that?
very object intended by the Government ! The goll coined |
prior to 1834 is sold for n premivm. Look at the ex-
chianges and prices-current, and you will find tint it is

80, The ohject of the Constitution was to have the coins | to consume more of my time. This bill, if adepted at

uniform—so that each piece should represent acerta’n | onee by law, brings abbut two currencies, one worth more |
amount of gold or silver, and pass throughout the coun- | than the other.

Well, what do you gain | here is another which is only receivable in payment of
Why, it has led one step towards violsting the | the public dues.

Mr. Duxuas, I should like to ask the gentleman one

What is it? IHere is one species of silver | a
| mit that proposition at all.

bound to furnish another remedy. Now, sir, I do not ad-
If there is u defect in the
currency, snd if something is necessary to be done, that
does not prove that the remedy proposed is the right one
and if it is not the right one, why, we might just as well

question.

I eannot afford to allow the gentleman lf

Mr. Joussoxn.,

Why, the thing of which we complain

try aud in the commercial world for what it was intended | more than auy thing el=e, in conuvexion with the currency |

to be. The law of 1834 defeats that object. As the law | of the country, is the prevalence of.a paper circulation
now stands, our standard silver is nine hundred prrts pure | which drives the silver out of circulation.

silver'and one hundred parts copper.
standard silver. The commaunity and the comuercial

it passes for just what it does contain,
Now, what is the proposition brought forward @ this

bill? Why, itis to reduce this dollar of four hundred | again.
and twelve grains down to three hundred and eighty-six | money and regulite the value thereof.” Al this relates
grains. You propose to make a discount of uhoutseven | to what I have been speaking about. But what else shall
per cent. and a fraction. That is what you propose to do. Congress do? It shall fix the standard of weights and
The result will be that you will make another kind of | measures.
coin and L_l:mtlwr kind of currency in the coantry, Hare | the coin ie concerned, and shall fix the standard of weights
| is one half dollar containing one hundred and wvinety-two | and mensures.
griins of standard silver, and here is another containing | measures 1

two hundred and six and a quarter grains,
the object? what is to be gained by it?! You proposs to
muke a half dollar coin, containing fourteen grains less
thun that now in use, a tender to be received in payment |
of duties into the Treasury of the United States. Do you
not see how we are depreciating the value of the currency
of the country ¥ You will then have two descriptions of
gold coin, and you will have three descriptions of silver ;
for you propose also to change the composition of the |
three cent pieces. You now huve o coin with u certain
proportion of alloy, and you propose to change the stand-
ard, und give it another proportion. Thus there be
one description of silver coin containing one-fourth cop- |
per ; another containing so many grains of standard sil-
ver, and still another containing n different number of
grains of standard silver. Is it not apparent that by this |
mode of legislation you defeathe very object contemplat-
ed by the Constitution—a uniforin cdrrency throughout
the Union? Sir, I am opposed to this tinkering with the
currency of the country—this charlutanism—without un-
derstanding the subject upon which we propose to le-
gislute.

Mr. Duxnay, If the gentleman will permit me, T pro-
pose to change the stundard of the three cent pieces, for
the purpose of bringing them back to the uniform stand-
ard of other silver coin, When it was vriginally preposed
to coin these three.cent pieces fur use, n bill was drawn
up providing that they should bie coined entirely out of
Tuis depreciated Spauish
coin was only to be received at the Mint for the purpose
of their manufacture. During the Inst session, however,
| when the bill changing the rates of postage came up, the
| Post Office Committee in the Senate, for the purpose of
| meeting the necessities which would arise from the pas-
sage of that bill, tock out of a former bill a single section,
| providing for the number of grains of silver in the three-
cent piece, and for the amount of alloy, without the re-
striction that it should be manufactured exclusively out
| of the Spanish coin, and put it into that post office hill,
| and it passed in that shape. This is another instance of
changing the currency of the country without understand-
| ing the principle upon which the change is made. The |
consequence was, that the object originally intended by
| authorizing the coinage of these three-cent pieces was not
| accomplished.

Now®we propose, or at least [ propose, to bring this
| species of coin back to the uniform standard adopted for
the other silver coin. |

Mr. Jonsson. What the gentleman has said does not |
chaoge the position 1 assume. The principle 1 am con-
tending for, nnd with which I set out, is, thatthis tinker- |
ing with and changing the enin of the conntry, by varying
ivn |
8o |

wiil

the coin in the country. Congress cannot regulate the
salue of the coin. It may place o stamp upon it, and that

: . The dollar piece | this bill passes, and one man owes the Government a Jdebt
contains four hundred and twelve grains and a kalf of | and avother

f ! owes the Government will be obliged to pay seven per
world understand what the American dollur coutaits, and | cent. less than the one who owes the individual.

the worst sort of shinpluster legislation.

Well, whatis | the precise amount the parties shall receive for the grain
| or commuodity which is to be measured ¥ Not at all, What
Li8 your stoodard bushel ?

| 1,000 square inches as he woold for one eontaining 1,750

| sume in relation to the currency of the country.

| we talk about retrospective laws, which impair the obli-

| silver dollar contains four hundred twelve and a half

| He provides himself with this curreney, worth seven per

Now, suppose |
owes an individual a debt. The man who
This is

Now, let us turn to this provision of the constitution

It suys that  Congress shall have power to coin

I repeat, it shall regulate the value so far as

Hov fix the standard of weights and
Are we to infer from this that they are to fix

We find that your standard
hulf-bushel contains 1,752 cubie inches.  Well, sir, corn
becomes a little searce,” or wheat becomes a little scarce,
and we, by legislation, change the standard, and say that
half a bushe! shall contain 730 inches less than it diuli

before.. What is the effeor?  Will the man who wants to |

buy wheat give as much for o half bushel which containg |
Certainly not. Yet this is precisely the position you as-
You
assume to fix the price while you measure the quantity
of silver to be placed in a eoin,

And if you go into the market with one dollar contain-
ing four hundred and twelve and a half grains, and an-
other with only three hundred and eighty-six grains, the
dollar which lns ‘the most silver in it will sell for the |
most, and the dollar which has the least will sell for the :

least. |

Now, let us gee how this bill will operate. Sometimes
we talk about retrospective lnws, 1 am ne lnwyer, and
do not assume to be; but [ may refer to such plain legal
topies without any extraordinary assumption of legal
knowledge, for these things come within the range of all
our ohgervation and comprehension. Sometimes, [ say,

gation of contracts. Now, let us see if this bill is lialle
to that objection. Forinstance, we make a contraot now,

with the standard of gold and silver fixed, involving an |

amoant of say 500, with the understanding that the

grains of standard silver., After the eontract is made, a
law is passed creating o currency worth seven per o,
less than the old one, and which shall be taken in pay-
ment of Government dues. What does the debtor do?

cent. lesa than the currency in which he contracted his
debt, and pays his debt with it, and in that operation
pays his $O00 with $465. Is not an act thus operating
retrospective ia its character, and does it not impair the
obligation of contracts ¥ Is not that legislation retrospec-
tive which passes o law by which a man may be compel-
led to receive less, intriusieally, for his debt than he con-
tructed to receive? He contracted to receive so much
standurl silver, and we propose to compel him to take
seven per cont, less.  Such is the effect of this bill. You
make the coin a tender in payment of debts. In what
difficulty do you thus find yourself? You either depre-
ciate your eurrency, and compel aman to tuke it for more
than it is worth, or you leaye it as it is. Take cither horn
of the dilemma, nnd there are one or (wo consequences
which must follow. If yon make this coin au tender in
payment of debts, you impair the obligntion of contracts ;
and if you do not, you have one currency of a higher and
one of a lower grade.

But there is an erroncous idea pervading the commu-

instead of horses, the mule being found to live longer, be | pany.
R isoases, require less food, and in every A

Jess liabla to diseases, 2 ) t? | Laat that the ffap Plank Road Company.

respect to be more servicen ole and economien -‘ The House of Dalegates passed—

horse in the agricultural lubor of the Southern .’nm o A bill amendiog an act to incorporate the Lunenburg

Up to 1783 seareely any mules were to be found in the | Plank Rond Company, with a three-fifths subseription of |

To amend the charter of the Upperville and Mannssag l

stamp may indicate that it contains a certain number of | nity as to the relative value of gold and silver, and that in
graing of go'd or gilver; but that ix all the Government consequence of the change in that relative value, by the
| ean do, and all that the Constitution designed it should | grout influx of gold, we must make a change in our coins.
{do. The design of the Constitution wius, that you should | The old idea was, that this relative value was about gix.
| make a coin of uniform valae; but you pmpm‘w disre- ‘I teen to one—it varies a fraction from that, but I speak in

let the currency remnin as it is as to adopt  something
which seems to be o remedy, but which really will only
increase the disease. The gentleman seems to think that
I am bound to offer a remedy, Well, that is only another
evidence of the quackery of the times. If a person goes
into w room where there is a sick man, he may feel his
pulse, may look at his tongue, and examine all the
symptoms, and yet not understand the pature or charae-
ter of the disease. DBat is be bound to administer a rem-
edy without understanding the case, beeause the inan is
diseaged? 1 hope, at all events, that [ may be kept out
of the hands of such doctors as that. [t seems to me that
in such u ease the proper course would be for the physi-
cign to retire, aud say, *“I do not undecstand the case,”
aud leave the patient just as he found him. Well, in this
case, ns [ have got no remedy, I prefer to act the part of
a prudent physician and to retire ; as I do not understand
the case, 1 will not attempt to administer to the disease.

But the gentieman says there is a disease, and that it
results from the great increase in the commodity of gold.
In that I think he is mistaken, I humbly conceive that
the gentleman does not understand the proposition as it
is. I assume here, and I defy successful refutation of it,
that the quantity of gold may be increased upon that of
silver without changing the relative commercial value of
the metals. We in the United States have about one hun-
dred and seventy-five millions of paper in circulation.
Now, if Congress or the States had the power to drive
that one hundred and seventy-iive millions of paper from
circulation und introduce one hundred and seventy-five
milliong of gold to fill the vucuum created by the with-
drawal of the paper circulating medium, | say that,
though you won£l increase the quantity of gold, the rela-
tive commercial value of gold and silver would be the
gnme, Notwithstanding the relative quantities would be
changed, the relative commercinl value would stand as it
did before. I defy contradiction of that proposition.
The gentleman from New Jersey has imagined a disease
when none exists. Ile is doctoring and giving his medi-
cines to & man who is well. Now, if the man is well, I
think it is best to let him remain so, and not to commence
sdministering to his case when he does not need medicine.

S0 far as coin is concerned, the changing of our stand-
st of gold or silver has no more effect upon the gold and
silver coinage of the United States than n change in the
standard of weights aud measures wonld have upon the
price of our cotfon or wheat. Let 1is take the case of
wheat s an illustration. A standard bushel of wheat
now contains two thousand one hundred and fifty cubic
inches. We usually consider wheat good that weighs
sixty-five pounds to the bushel. But, notwithstanding
| that that is our standard bushel, when you take wheat to
| Great Dritain what do they do ! Are they regulated by
the measure here? No, sir; they give you so much for
your wheat per quarter, requiring eight bushels to the
quarter, and that it shall weigh seventy pounds a bushel.
Notwithstanding that yon have established a standard of
measure here, you are regulated by the market where
You propose to send the nrticle. Just so with your gold
nnd silver.  You may put four hundred and twelve grains
in o silver dollar, and two hundred and fifty-eight grains
in a gold five-dollar piece, or change it in'my Wiy you
think proper, but you will still be reguluted by the stand-
iml where you undertake to sell the article or to cireu-
ute it,

But, sir, the great error into which the introdueers and
ndvoeates of this bill have fallen is this: They sny that
there is a demand for specie abroad ; that s premium is
paid for it for the purpose of exportation, and that we
must do something to keep specie in the country ; and in
attempting to imitate what Great Britain has done, so far
o8 her silver currency is coneerned, they have adopted
precisely the opposite means, How does the matter stand
in Great Dritain, and why does this difference exist be-
tween an ounce of silver and an ounce of gold in Groeat
Britain? It will be remembered that silver is not a cur-
reney there in the payment of debts over ten dollars, or
forty shillings. Great Britain says that silver shall be a
legal tender in the payment of debts under ten dollars,
both to the Government and (o individuals, and the Govern-
ment is bound to redeem it in gold, which always keeps
silver ut pur and in circulation. But what is the propo-
sition here? Are genflemen following the example of
Gireat Britain? No ; they have taken the converse of the

gord that, and make a currengy of unequal values, and |

American Confederation; n few had heen imported from
the West Indies, but they were of diminutive size and of
little value. So soon as the views on this subject of the
illastrious farmer of Mount Vernon were known abrond,
he received a present from the King of Spain of a jack
and two jennies, selected from the royal stud at Mudrid.
The jack, called the Royal Gift, was gixteen hands high,
of a grey color, heayily made, and of n slnggizh disposi-
tion. At the same time the Marquis de Lafayette sent out
& jack and jennies from the Island of Malta; this jack,
called the Knight of Malta, was a saperb animal, black
color, with the form of a stag and the ferocity of a tiger.
Washington availed himsolf of the best qualities of the
two jacks by crossing the brewds, and hence obtained a
favorite jack, ealled Compound, which animal nnited the
size and strength of the Gift with the high cournge and
activity of the Knight. The jacks arrived at Mount Ver-
nion, if we mistake not, early in 1785, The Geueral bred
some very superior mules from bis concl inares, sending
them from Philadelphin for the purpose. In a few years
the estate of Mount Vernon became stocked with mules

of & superior order, rising to the height of sixteen hands, |

and of grest power and usefulness, one wagen team of
fouir mules selling at the sale of the General's cffeets for
eight hundred dollars.

In ne portion of Washington's various labors and im- .
provements in agriculture was he so particulurly entitled |
to be hsiled as a public benefactor as in the intrduction |
of mules in farming labor, those apimals being at this!

filty thouzand dollnrs,

A bill to incorporate the Fredericksburg and Gordons-
ville Railrond, with a three-fifths subscription of four
hundred and sixty thousand dollars.

A bill to incrense the eapital stock of the Rockingham
Turnpike Company fifty thousand doliars, and to provide
for a three-fifths subseription of such incrense

A bill suthorizing a loan of $0640,000 by the State to
the James River and Kanawha Compuny to continue the
Canal to some point at or near Covington or Clifton Forge,
in Alleghany county, and to complete the tide-water
coppexion

The New York Express publishes a list
of the wages puid to workmen at Siduey, Australia, at
| the Iatest dates. The prices range for mechnnics from
| $2.50 to ¥1.50 per day ; brickmiakers command the high-
est remuneration, %4.50 to 5 per day; and draymen,
who receive $2.50 1o $2.45, are next. This shows that
an erroneous impression has prevailed in raising the rates

AUSTRALIA.-

of Australinn compensation to the California rule,
| wages paid to the several trades are indeed, on an average,
' mot much in advance of those that' are now paid in our
own cities. The prices of provicions there are not, how-
ever, near so high ns in California. In one respect, the
| Express remarke, Australia will have the advantage of
California. It is one of the finest agricultaral countries

; in the world, and when it hus the requisite population to

develop its resources will be able to feed itself. Mean-

while it i drawing largely on England and the United |

States, and will probably continae to do eo for some years
to come.

The .

| thus render its condition more intolerable than it was
! when ench of the severa]l Etates of the Union manufac-
. tured u currency for itsell.
Mr. SgeLTox.

nessee a question.
eurrency of the country. Now, he will benr in mind that
there in n difficulty, a practical difficulty, under which the
country is now lnboring.  Inconsequence of the inereased
amount of gold in circulation, its value hus deoreased ;
and in consequence of the increased difference between
the relative value of gold and silver, the gold has nearly
| driven the silver out of circulation. The question, there-
| fure, for us to determine is, how we can be supplied with

this silver eurrency for cirenlation *

Now, there are two methods by which we ean accom-

i plish this object. One is to incrense the value of the sil-

ver curreney, aud the other is to lessen the value of the
| gold currency. These are the remedies, one of which, I

think, must be adopted.  Now, [ ask the gentleman from
| Tennesseo what remedy he proposes for the diffioulty
| under which the country is lnhoring *
Mr. Jonxsox. 1 will come to that, if the gentleman
| will allow me to go on.

Mr. Skrrrox. | am not tenacious as to what remedy,
so that we may have a remedy, to supply the commercial
wante of the country with a currency.  What means does

| the gentleman propose by which we may have a silver
| eurrency in the country for the purposes of change? If
the gentleman has so much abliorrence to eharlatanism,
I hope he will propose some remedy by which these diffi-
| gulties may be obviated.

Mr. Jouxsox. 1 have given way to the gentleman not

| only to ask & good many questions, but have given him

I desire to ask the gentleman from Ten- | times that amount of «ilver.
He saye we are tinkering with the |

round numbers—that iz, that thereix about sixteen times
as much silver in existence as there is gold, and that,
therefore, n sixteenth part of a certain amount of gold
will answer the eame purposes in commerce as sizteen
We all understand that
Now, what made that difference ! Was it arbitrary law ?
No, but the searcity of gold. It was the result of com-
mercinl law—n natural lnw, which rises above legislative
enactments, and which will always control these matters
in defiance of legislation.

Gentlemen tell ve ghat while the standard of silver in
England remains what it is now, wo can purchase g pound
sterling of gold with about thirty-six cents less with
their standard than with ours, Suppose, then, you take
the value of & pound of gold, in silver of the United
States, and go to England and buy a pound sterling of
gold there, and yom have thirty-six cents left. Well,
when you bring your pound of gold to the United States

proposition, and undertake to do what Grent Britain has
dene by precisely opposite means. What do they propose
todo? They propose, first, to change theesstandard of
metal, to change the intrinsic value of the dollar, to
change the dollar in quantity. And then what nexedoes
the bill propose? 1t proposes that silver shall be received
in the payment of dues to the Government, but not in the
payment of debts between individuals. How does that
operate ! Why, do you not see that you thereby make
one portion of your specie n mere commercial article,
while another portion of the specie in the community isn
legal tender?

The legnl tender now between individuals contains more
silver than that which yon propese to make a lawful ten-
der for the dues of the Government, Now, yon propose
to depreciate this silver, and make o currency of it for the
Government, but not n tender in pnyment of debts. Does
not avery one see that if you depresiate this silver, no-
body is bound to receive it, except the Gevernment, in

will it not be mensared by the standard of value here,
established by the commercial community ! Most un-
questionnbly. You see the thing corrects and regulates
it=ell.  As soon a8 the trading community finds out that
you are buying up silver, in order to purchase gold in
England, where it onn be had for two per cent. loss than
here, what do the holders of #ilver do? You cannot get
their silver unless you pay them two per cent. premium
for it. Does not this matter then correct itself ! Suoch
iz the practical operation of monetary affairs every day.
| Will you, then, attempt to fix it by law. It is impossible
to do it. Let us take n case toillustrate. Suppo=e some
one of the Powers of Europe ‘should pass a law exelud-
ing gold as o currency altogether, and prohibiting its cir-
eulation, and making it a contraband article, and at the
same time making silver the exclusive ourrency. What

| time to anewer them, which will save me the trouble of

would be the effect 7 It would create o great demand for

ayment of its dues?, And that if the Government col-
| lects its dues in this coin, the creditors of the Government
l will not be obliged to receive it as a lawfal tender? ' Do
not gentlemen see that in this manner the Government,
| by eollecting ite dues in the new currency and paying its
| debts in the old, will be shaved to the amount of seven per
| eent.?  That will be the practioal operation of this bill.
Mr. Lawrence, in his letter to Mr, Wabster of Febrna-
ry 10th, 1851, gives what he thinks is the best plan for
regulating our eurrency ; and a8 an expedient, I am in-
clined to the opinion that it is the most feasible one that
| has been suggested. 1t is his opinion that the Govern-
| ment will have to adopt it. His suggestion is;
| YIf it should be thought wise to abalish the double stand.
| ard, (and wpon this point I have little doubt,) T should wug-
| geat the m&w of silver tokens with ten or Lwelve por oent.
| alloy, whieh ﬂu be made & legal tender for any sum not ex-

OREGQN.
Messace or Goverxor Gaixes.—The Oregonian of the
1st January contains the message of Gov. Gaixes te the
Legislature of Oregon.  After alluding to other local mat-
ters, the Governor spenks of the products of the _Ten'i-
tory, and says that the wheat and other small grains have
become renowned not only for quality unsurpassed, hut
for avernge quantity, produced by moderate labor, It
may truly be made to exeel all other agricultural regions,

Amomg the staples for which Oregon is admirably
adapted ave wool, hemp, and flax ; and no eountry in the
world is betwer adapted for raising the former, as sheep
do not require to e housed or fed at any time; flax and
hemp grow spoutaneonely in many parts of the country. '

The Governor next alludes to the coal found at the
Cowlitz. ITe says also that lend and minerals are found
Of gold he thus speaks :

“The gold mines near the southern boundary of the
Territory are being wrought to a considerable profit, and
gold in small quantities has been found on nearly all the
tributaries of the Columbia heading in the eastern slope
of the Caseade range of mountains. There iz consider-
able analogy between the talcose and allied rocks of the
Umpqua region and the gold-bearing rocks of Californiss
and gold has been found on the South T ua, oo the
South Fork of the SBantiam, east of the an line, on
Calapooya creek, a tributary of the Willamette, and #2
several other streams heading in the Caseade resge of
mountains."” el

in abundance.

FROM CALIFORNIA,

We learn from our correspondent atSan Francisoo that
the Plains between Stockton and Fort Miller, ut the head
wafers of the San Joaquin, are inundated. Rain had
fallen for several weeks incessantly, rendering the roads
impassable. An immense number of from Btock-
tor?udad with provisions for the inh ts residing in
San Joaquin and Tulare counties, are on the road, unable

L to advanee or recede, while many of the inhabitants of

those counties are represented to bein a famishing condi-
tion. Numerous families of emigrants had arrived
through the Stockton Pass of the four creeks, Tulare
county, but ewing to the state of the roads were unable
to proceed further. Their situation, in some instances, is
represented to be deplorable. Out of provisions, and una-
ble to transport their wagons over the swollen streams,
they were under the necessity of sending to Mujor Putten,
the commander of Fort Miller, on the San Joaquin, some
fifty miles off, for provisions to keep their women and
children from perishing.. The whole country is in & state
of anxiety, and should the rains continue a serious suffer-
ing is apprehended. A whale boat had arrived at San
Francisco from Fort Miller for provisions, It Is the first
boat that has ever passed down the San Joaquin from that
remote station.—New York Erpress,

Tur Awmn-Lixe Sovruersy Ratumoan Bini, which has
passed the New Jersey House, is strongly denounced by
the Trenton American. This line, which is to have its
termini on the Raritan and the Delaware, and is to aveid
both Philadelphia and Baltimore, is a preject F’ﬂ up in
New York, with the ostensible view of monopolizing the
Southern trade and travel. [t crosses Delaware and the
eastern counties of Maryland to Norfolk. The Legisla-
tare of Virginin, on Saturday, passed a resolution request-
ing the States of Maryland, Delaware, and New Jersey to
grant the right of way to this road; but, us it has Balti-

ore and the lower seetions of Maryland against it in one

thte and Wilmington in the other, it will probably re-
ceive but emall favor from the Legislature of either. The
project of running a road two or three hundred miles long
away from all the great centres of business, going in the
same direction, seems an odd movement. There is some
other design probably behind the project which occasions
the opposition in the New Jersey Legislature, where, we
see by the pmeedinﬁu of Wednesday, that the vote on the
bill has been reconsidered in the House.— Ledger.

Daxaenrovs Srorr.—A few days since a race came off
hetween the two' trains of cars on the Jeffersonville and
Madison roads. The two railroads are laid side and side
for ten or twelve miles, from Columbus to Taylorsville;
and the trains being very near together, the Madison train
in the lead, the passcngers threw out banters for a race.
This was accepted by the Jeffersonville train, drawn by
the fine locomotive (;l'nrke, and awny they went at real
**railrond speed,” when the Clarke passed Madison
* under way,” like a streak, to the t delight of the
passengers on the train.—Louisville Courier.

The oldest man in New England died st Nottingham,
New Hampshire, on the 23d of Janu Inst. His name
was Charles Willey. Ie was born in Nottingham on the
25th day of March, 1746, and would consequently have,
been one hundred and seven years of age next month, He
was n soldier in the Revolutionary war, and bhas been &
pensioner. e has been an nctive robust man, and until
recently has been an active laborer. He says he learned
to mow when ten years old, and used his soythe until he
was o hundred, and then left, as he thought ninety years
was long enough for any man to follow that business, He
has left a son, Mr. Jonathan Willey, hetween seventy and
eighty years of age, who is also & pensioner for services
in the war of 1812,

Harsor Frsixay,—The Glouncester fishermen are again
prosecnting the halibut fishery on George's Bank with re-
newed vigor, There are now some seventy-five sail of
vessels in the fleet, Notwithstanding the great loss of
life and property most every season experienced by our
Gloueester friends in this business, they seem never to
give up the ship ; and we regret to learn that at this time
foars are entertained for the safety of two vessels—the
Franklin Pierce and Racer. These vessols left the port
of (Hloncester some three weeks ago, and have not been
heard from. Both were new schooners, and tagether bad
about twenty men on Board.— Boston Traveller,

A despatch from Chiongo, dated Thuraday, states that
on Wednesday night the United States hotel in that city
took fire and was totally destroyed, with several adjoin-
ing buildings. Twelve horses perished in the flames.
The loss ix over B25,000,

Excrressst At Monine.—Great excitement prevails in
Mohile among real estate holders, Much of the valuable
property in that city is derived from the title of a firm
residing there many years ago—Messrs, Panton, e
& Co.—which is nl{eged to be defective. Two hundred
ejectment suits have already been brought. Recent ac-
counts represent that there isn fearful state of excite-
ment among those interested, Property to s large amount
is involved. 5

TermisLe Accipest.—The Steam Saw Mill at Bmith-
field, (N. C.) owned by W. 8. Banuexnanr, Esq., was torn
into atoms on Tuesday last, about 12 o'clock, by the ex-
plosion of the boiler of an engine. Mr. W. W. Prnginsox,
the sawyer, and WiLris BarLexGem, ason of the owner of
the mill, were immediately killed ; two negro men wore
seriously hurt; snd some children who were playing
near were badly mu-d. Parts of :hhe hailer, one P "?r
weighing about | pounds, were thrown w
d:t‘yhf:vi The oxplosion wag probably uced by a

deficiency of water in the boiler.




